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JURY INSTRUCTION

Members of the Jury:

Shortly after you were selected I informed you that you could take notes, and I instructed you as to the appropriate use of any notes that you might take.  Most importantly, an individual juror’s notes may be used by that juror only and may not be shown to or shared with other jurors.  Notes are only a memory aid and a juror’s notes may be used only as an aid to refresh that particular juror’s memory and assist that juror in recalling the actual testimony.  Each of you must rely on your own independent recollection of the proceedings.  Whether you took notes or not, each of you must form and express your own opinion as to the facts of this case.  Be aware that during the course of your deliberations there might be the temptation to allow notes to cause certain portions of the evidence to receive undue emphasis and receive attention out of proportion to the entire evidence.  But a juror’s memory or impression is entitled to no greater weight just because he or she took notes, and you should not be influenced by the notes of other jurors.


Thus, during your deliberations, do not assume simply because something appears in your notes that it necessarily took place in court.
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